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CHILDREN’S MINISTRY
IT’S THE MOST WONDERFUL TIME OF THE YEAR!!!!

We are digging through the shed for props...
creating costumes...painting set pieces….and getting
ready to share some Christmas joy…Kid-style!
There is much merriment happening up in TPC Kids.
We are very busy practicing and preparing for the
Christmas Pageant on Sunday, December 9th.
Please join us for our simple and sweet expression
of the Christmas story.

Autumn and Winter brought new bible points to our classrooms...
In Faith Factory and The Ark the topics in the last weeks have been:
-Jesus Heals Ten Men of Leprosy (Luke 17:11-19)
Jesus deserves our thanks!
-Jesus Heals Blind Men (Luke 18:35-43)
Jesus hears us!
-Jesus Meets Zacchaeus (Luke 19:1-10)
When we spend time with Jesus, He changes us!
-The Poor Widow’s Offering (Luke 21:1-4)
Jesus loves givers!
This season always brings much joy but also contemplation for the things we are grateful
for. Just wanted to thank you all for such an extraordinary year together. The kids
upstairs and in the nursery, all the assistants, the teachers, the parents and caregivers…
we have such a wonderful community of children and folks. I weekly see the Spirit of God
at work and I’m just humbled that I get to be a part of it all. My cup overflows!
Merry Christmas!
If you have any questions, always feel free to call/text or email.
With gratitude,
Miss Brendy
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PASTOR’S PAGE
I think we were all impacted by the stories and sharing this past month during our worship emphasis
on the ministry of Foster Care and Adop on. I know I was. Despite all that I already knew, I learned
more and was convicted at a deeper level of how we, as the church, have a tremendous poten al to
make a huge diﬀerence in the foster care and adop on landscape in our world. We have the theology
of a Triune God – the mission of an adop ng God, the heart of an incarna onal Christ, and the “upon
us” presence of a transforma onal Spirit – that is unique and compelling.
There is more for us to learn, especially in ways large and small that we can do our part in suppor ng
this work taking place in our county and in our own congrega on. I want to encourage you to come
and hear more this Sunday during our Q&A session prior to worship.



This Sunday marks the start of Advent and our march toward Christmas. During a preaching series,
there is always the ques on of whether to just keep going through the series or take a break and focus
on scriptures speciﬁcally related to Advent or Christmas. I’ve pre y much always done the la er. This
year I’m going to try to combine the two together. Next up in Luke is Jesus teaching on prayer, and
Luke’s recording of the Lord’s Prayer. As I examined it, it struck me that the prayer touches on some of
the key elements surrounding the birth of Jesus. My plan is to take one aspect of the prayer each week
and connect it to one aspect of Christ’s birth...and my hope is that my plan works!


As most of you know, it’s been a tough week and a half for Laura and me. Morro Bay Pastor Dale
Paulsen, who was recently killed in a hit‐and‐run accident, was our brother‐in‐law, married to Laura’s
sister. There is never a good me for something like this, but on the cusp of re rement and in great
health, it feels especially awful. We are grateful for the many expressions of love, support, and prayer
that have come our way – thank you for caring. God’s presence has been near. Ques ons abound of
course, as this loss forces us to revisit the collision of God’s sovereignty and our free will, and the
mystery of when God intervenes to protect and heal...and when he does not. Some of you may have
surmised that some of the elements of our worship last Sunday reﬂected a bit of what we were going
through, and you would have been correct. Especially obvious was the singing of For All the Saints, for
which I was grateful. What we can know by faith (God’s goodness) trumps what remains a mystery
(our suﬀering), which leaves a great deal of space for trust. We are grateful for a community that
makes room for faith, mystery, and trust as we try, in the fallenness of our own humanity, to love one
another as Christ has loved us.

Faithfully in Christ Jesus,
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CHRISTMAS HOPE OFFERING
HOPE HOUSE CHILDREN’S HOME Christmas Offering
Website: www.projectsforasia.com
Find out more about why Hope House had to relocate:
https://youtu.be/bu4sWkAaeLc
Most of the children who come to Hope House Children’s Home
were living in abject poverty in remote villages in the highlands of
Thailand. They are orphaned, abandoned, or neglected and have
no access to an education. Often these children do not have citizenship in any country, and are at risk of
being sold into prostitution or child labor. Hope House rescues these children from this sad fate.
Hope House gives these children an opportunity to attend school which they
might not otherwise be able to do. They also learn proper hygiene. Hope
House meets their physical, spiritual, and emotional needs as well as being
a home where they can experience a family environment. Hope House
Children’s Home has been operating for 10 years and currently educates,
feeds, and clothes 77 deserving children from the surrounding mountain areas.
Tom and Lenora Bush began Projects for Asia approximately 30 years ago
and have built and run orphanages in the Philippines, India, and Thailand. Their educations, experience,
and successes make them eminently qualified to give a home and education to these children rescued
from five indigenous people groups/villages along the Thai border. All of the sponsorship and donated
money to Hope House Children’s Home goes directly to pay Hope House expenses since Tom and
Lenora support themselves on their retirement income.
Funding is needed for four custom bungalows consisting of duplex cottage-type buildings with two classrooms in each building with screened in decks off each classroom. The classroom area can expand in
non-rainy season out to the deck area and when it is raining, the tables can be pulled inside the classroom. The bungalows will be very simple with big windows, high ceilings, and sliding doors (no toilets—
they will be in a separate toilet building). They will be built in the forest area to the left of the main building
and connected by short pathways. Every effort is being made to maintain the natural beauty of the area. Three bungalows for grades 1-6
are needed. Grades 7-9 and 10-12 can share one bungalow; making
four bungalows total. The cost for one bungalow is $15,000.
 The dimensions are: 38’ x 14’
 Two classrooms 14’ x 14’
 10’ breezeway for children to work together
A significant amount of the cost is saved when a church sends
a construction team to provide the labor. When Lenora was told
that Templeton Presbyterian Church would be gathering our
Christmas Offering to build one bungalow for Hope House, she
sent this message, “I did not know what we were going to do
with a building team coming in February and no money …
PRAISE GOD!” Thank you, TPC for ALWAYS responding to the
Lord’s prompting with your heart and gifts. May the Lord richly
bless you this Christmas and in the New Year.
Anne, George, Lenora, Tom and the Hope House kids!
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Q & A PANEL/STEPHEN MINISTRY
“The Spirit of God is upon me…”

Sunday Morning Q&A Foster Care and Adoption
8:45 in BUTLER HALL
Child Care Provided for ALL AGES
At Pentecost, the same Spirit that was upon Jesus has been given to us so that we would par cipate in the mission
of Jesus as his body, the Church. We have heard from God’s word about our rela onship to God as people uniquely
loved as his children, stories from people directly called to a ministry of Foster Care and/or Adop on, and how
a local organiza on, Family Care Network, is commi ed to suppor ng people who have heard this calling.
This Sunday, December 2, those who have shared with us during worship (parents from our congrega on and
representa ves from Family Care Network) will convene as a panel to give more informa on and answer ques ons
we may have about how we could par cipate in this vital work, either as foster parents, adop ve parents or
providing support to those who are.
So that all interested may a end, the Adult Study Class will not meet as a formal class this week.

____________________________________________
Stephen Ministry—An Invaluable Resource for the Holidays
The Holiday Season for many of us is a time of joy and happiness as we celebrate the
birth of Jesus Christ! Families and friends gather to share meals, sing Christmas
hymns and exchange gifts. However, for other individuals, the holidays are a time of
sadness and loneliness. It may be their “first” holiday without a loved one. It may be
a rough time financially for some who can’t provide the gifts they would like to give
their family. Some may be new in town and do not have family or friends nearby to
share the joys of the season.
Stephen Ministers are trained to listen and walk alongside those facing difficult times. Talking with
a Stephen Minister may lessen the holiday sadness and loneliness and open the door to the joy and
happiness of the holidays. All conversations with Stephen Ministers are confidential.
If you or someone you know in our congregation or community is facing a difficult Holiday Season,
and would like to speak with a Stephen Minister, please contact Lois Ecklund at 805-461-1470.
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______________________

LADIES TEA/ANGEL TREE/IF/ECHO

RSVP and sign up in Butler Hall

ANGEL TREE
TPC will once again be
partnering with Head Start
this season to serve
kids in our community.
Dates and details coming soon!

SAVE THE DATE:
Women’s IF GATHERING
February 8—9
Details to come...

____________________________________________
ECHO Help Needed December 17th!
TPC is scheduled to host dinner at the ECHO Homeless Shelter on December 17th.
We are in need of folks to
-provide food (or monetary) donations
-help prep the meal in advance
-serve at the shelter from 4:30—6:00pm.
If you are able to help with any of these roles, please contact Kathy Westphal
as soon as possible: 509/438-6525 or westphalslo@charter.net
A BIG THANK YOU to our mighty November crew!
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FELLOWSHIP/BASKET WRAP‐UP
FELLOWSHIP NEWS
As we an cipate the Christmas season with joy and busyness, it is always wonderful to take me to
connect with friends here at church! Let us take me to relax and enjoy the excitement and an cipa on
that the birth of a baby brings to the world – especially the birth of a savior!!!
It has been great to savor all the delicious treats so many of you have shared with us all year long during
fellowship me. Thank you! It is a commitment of me, energy, expense and crea vity that is so appre‐
ciated. Something wonderful happens when we share food together – Christ Jesus modeled the sharing
of food many mes in the scriptures. It is a blessing to be able to celebrate God’s generosity together
a er worship on Sunday mornings. The calendar is ready for you to sign up for the new year.
As we look forward to sharing the Living Na vity with our community, we will need LOTS of cookies!!!
As you bake for the holidays, we are able to take your dona ons of cookies at any me and pop them in
the freezer for the evenings of December 14th, 15th, and 16th. I also will be needing volunteers to help
with the set up and serving of cookies and hot chocolate each evening. Please let me know if you are
willing to help with this great opportunity to share the love of Christ in our community.
Submi ed with love,
Renee Bush

____________________________________________
2018 Thanksgiving Baskets Ministry Wrap‐up
The Board of Deacons delivered two grocery bags full of food, including fresh fruits and vegetables,
stuﬃng, rice, rolls, beans and canned goods, augmented with a turkey, apple juice, and 5# of potatoes,
to 74 families represen ng 335 people. The Head Start programs in Atascadero and Paso Robles were
grateful to be our recipients again this year! Camille Katz, Family Services Advocate for Head Start,
wrote, “Everything went well. Thank you so incredibly much, our families were immensely grateful.”
Pete Novak at Grocery Outlet in Atascadero and Mark Edwards at Trader Joe’s in Templeton were
generous in giving us signiﬁcant discounts and donated food items. We had wonderful volunteers who
helped pick‐up the food on Friday, November 16th, and bag it up on Saturday morning. And, we were
able to be generous to these 74 families because of your contribu ons to the Deacons’ November
Oﬀering, with a total of $4,880!! It is humbling to see God work through our church to show His love to
neighbors in need in our North County communi es.
Blessings to all of you at Templeton Presbyterian Church!!
Frank Bush, Thanksgiving Baskets Coordinator, Board of Deacons
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MISSION UPDATE/VOYAGERS
From Anne: Winter is in the air…that means you don’t have to take off the sweater you
are wearing in the airconditioned classroom before you run outside to the open-air cafeteria for lunch! But otherwise, the warm weather and sunny skies here in Chiang Mai
make it rather difficult to use cooler weather as an indicator that Christmas is around the
corner. However, Kad Farang (hear the word foreigner in that?), the nearby shopping
center that tries to appeal to foreigners with a Starbuck’s (confession: I’m sipping a venti Signature
Hot Chocolate as we speak—it is much chocolatier that in the U.S.), Dairy Queen, Pizza Hut,
Kentucky Fried Chicken, and Dunkin’ Donuts, does have traditional Christmas carols playing and
in a day or two should have red Santa hats on the elephants in the fountain (the symbol of Chiang
Mai). No matter how much the darkness that pervades this world tries to hide the light of Jesus,
the Light prevails. We are hearing terrible stories and welcoming many missionaries to Chiang Mai
from China who have had their visas revoked or not renewed; however, as they wait for their mission organizations to send them to a new mission field, we pray. We pray for protection for the
remaining missionaries and the Chinese Christians (many of our Grace
dorm students’ parents are missionaries in China), we pray the gospel
flourishes underground (it often does), and we pray for a miracle to change
the tyrannical government that is persecuting both Muslims and
Christians—God does work in mysterious ways, maybe becoming brothers
under horrific persecution in the Chinese “re-education” camps will reveal
to all involved the one true loving God who sent his son to save the sinful
and his Holy Spirit to comfort the oppressed. Your prayers for this part of
the world are necessary.

From George: Sadly, I must write this for George this month. On Saturday, November 17

George’s father, Thomas, suffered several massive heart attacks; although, he was revived and
underwent the removal of the main blockage, insufficient oxygen to the brain and heart have left
him with very diminished brain activity and unable to breathe on his own: he is unresponsive.
George flew immediately to India to be by his dad’s side and to support his mother. Nursing homes
and leaves of absence from work are not common in India; however, the Lord is providing both a
palliative care facility for Thomas (provided he endures the tracheotomy today) and insurance that
Susan’s job will be there for her in six months. Grace International School is very
understanding that George must be with his family, and both the students and staff
are carrying George in prayer through this very difficult time. Updates will follow;
your prayers are cherished.

Prayer requests:
 Thomas George’s father, and Susan his mother, and George (see above)
 Missionaries, Muslims, and Christians in China (see above)
 Hope House Children’s Home our TPC Christmas Offering recipient (see separate article)
With the love of Christ,
Anne and George

__________________________
VOYAGERS
Thursday, December 6th, 12:00

TEMPLETON

“How God Orchestrated My Life and My Work”
“My Dream Job” will be shared by Betsy Beatty following lunch.
RSVP to Jane Jennings 805/462-2016 by December 2nd
Please include your menu selection.
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DECEMBER CALENDAR

Church Office
closed

*24-hour PRAYER VIGIL January 25-26* Sign up for 1/2-hour time slot in Butler Hall.
999
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LIVING NATIVITY

2018 LIVING NATIVITY
Friday, December 14 7pm
Saturday, December 15 7pm
Sunday, December 16 5:30 & 7pm
Bundle up and bring your friends and family
to our humble little story of our Savior’s birth!

VOLUNTEER REMINDERS…
*REHEARSAL on SUNDAY, December 9 @4:00pm
Contact Marc Ristow with questions: 805/215-0612

*COOKIES are needed by THURSDAY, December 13 @3:00pm
If you can help serve hot chocolate and refreshments,
please contact Renee Bush: 805/466-6012

COOKIES WANTED!
We are making room in the freezer to
store LOTS and LOTS of cookies for our
FOUR Living Nativity performances.
Please drop off your donations to the
office Mon-Thur 9–3 or on Sundays
during fellowship. THANK YOU!
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YOUTH MINISTRY
It has been an amazing Fall Ministry Season for our Student Ministries
here at Templeton Pres. As we look forward to a busy month of December
we are taking every opportunity to spend me with students and put
Christ on center‐stage this Christmas season. We have so much to be
thankful for as we begin to plan our 2019 Ministry Calendar and look
forward to all the Lord has planned for our ministry in this coming
year. Please con nue to pray for our ministry as we prepare new series
and look to tackle prac cal issues with our students in the coming months!
Reminders:
December 17th is our High School Christmas Party! We will be celebra ng
in the Youth Room from 7‐8:45PM. Please bring a gi for our
White Elephant Gi Exchange ($10 Max). There will be games, prizes,
refreshments and of course, Christmas Music. Come dressed in your best
Ugly Christmas Sweater and get the chance to win something amazing!
December 18th is our Middle School Christmas Party! We will be celebra ng
in the Youth Room from 7‐8:30PM. Please bring a gi for our White
Elephant Gi Exchange ($5 Max). There will be games, prizes, food and
of course, Christmas Music! Come dressed in your best Ugly Christmas
Sweater and get the chance to win something amazing!
Get Involved:
Are you looking for a way to serve the youth at TPC? We are looking for
people who would love to bake homemade Christmas Cookies and/or
treats for our upcoming Youth Christmas Par es! Christmas cookies
and treats can be dropped oﬀ at the Church the day of (Dec. 17 or 18)
or on Sunday December 16th! If this is something you are interested in,
please contact Dave or Kerry!
Upcoming:
Registra on for High School Winter Camp is currently FULL! If you would
like to be put on a waitlist for this camp, please contact myself or Kerry
Estes for more info. Addi onally, the FINAL PAYMENT is due on Jan. 9!
Registra on for Middle School Winter Camp is s ll open. Currently we
have a handful of spots le , if you would like to sign‐up please grab
a form from the youth room or main oﬃce and return it with a $100
deposit ASAP.
If you have any ques ons, please do not hesitate to contact me.
In Christ,
David Johnson (508) 424‐8408 students@fpctempleton.org

STUDENT MINISTRY SCHEDULE
Monday’s 7‐8:45PM
High School Ministry
Tuesdays 7‐8:30PM
Middle School Ministry

December 17
HS Christmas Party!
December 18
MS Christmas Party

Dec. 24/25 & Jan. 1/2
No Youth Group. Merry Christ‐
mas!
Jan. 18‐21
High School Winter Camp
Feb. 1‐3
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12Templeton Presbyterian Church

610 South Main Street
Templeton, CA 93465
805.434.1921
templetonpres.org
Pastor Charlie Li le, ext. 2
pastor@fpctempleton.org
Children’s Ministries Director, Brendy Alsup
children@fpctempleton.org
brendyalsup@hotmail.com
Youth Ministries Director, Dave Johnson
students@fpctempleton.org
Administra ve Assistant, Julie Bower, ext. 0
admin@fpctempleton.org.
Music Director, Vern Sanders, SVSTHP@aol.com
Worship Director, Kellie Wenzel, call/text 805.538.3271

Templeton Presbyterian Church presents

Friday, December 14 @7pm
Saturday, December 15 @7pm

Join us for the
AMAZING story of
our Savior’s birth!

Sunday, December 16 @5:30 & 7pm
121212

